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Section 1

What are Nursery
Rhymes?

In English-speaking countries, there are a multitude of short
rhymes that children learn on their mother’s knee. They are part
of the cultural heritage of the English-speaking people, and
many refer to long-forgotten historical events.

One of the shortest and best-known is the following:
When Adam delved and Eve span

Who was then the gentleman?

This circulated in England during the fourteenth century. Adam
and Eve were, according to the Bible, the first two humans to
exist. To delve means to dig the ground and to spin means to
make thread, the primary occupations of the lower-class people
at the time. The meaning is that if there were no gentlemen
(upper class people) then, there was not justification for there
being any later. It was a political slogan.

Most children have heard many of them, and can recite some
by heart. They are easy to say and have passed the test of
time. They are fun.

This book is designed to help young children learn the
sounds of the English language, from the outset.

An adult can read to a child from the book, or play the
recordings of the nursery rhymes, showing how the
phonetic text corresponds to speech.

The goals are:

1. to familiarize the child with sounds of English,
showing the phonetic text as the rhyme unfolds

2. 1o learn the nursery rhymes by heart.

The conventional spelling of the rhyme can be displayed
by pressing the ABC button.

All the rhymes are narrated in British pronunciation: @



Section 2

About
phonetic text S

There is only one way to make sure that

This book features phonetic text because phonetic text iettcaonaties s =p o= i el

corresponds to speech. correctly, check with a qualified teacher.

S4 phonetics are used as they are simple and accurate. On-line courses are available here for

More can be found about S4 phonetics here checking and learning for teachers and
students.

The author Also, full background information about the

would like to thank the following people use of phonetic text to teach and learn

for their assistance in making this book: proper pronunciation can be found here.

Jack Windsor Lewis
the phonetics professor who tutored me back in 2003,

Caroline Bruce Blake
who made the audio files,

Alice Bessoni
who made the artwork.



http://S4phonetics.com/
http://S4phonetics.com/
http://phonetics.livecodehosting.com/S4phonetics/languageCoach.html
http://phonetics.livecodehosting.com/S4phonetics/languageCoach.html
http://www.s4phonetics.com/
http://www.s4phonetics.com/
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Rain, Rain Go Away

ABC

rei‘n rei‘'n gou swei
ka‘'m agei‘n snads dei
rei'n rei'n gou awel
lit'l tfi'ldr'n wo'nt te plei



London Bridge is falling down ﬁ

la’nd'n brid3 iz foolin dau'n
foolin dau‘n foolin dau‘n
la’nd'n brid3 iz foolin dau'n
mai fee-o leidii

ABC
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Mary, Mary Quite Contrary

ABC

meerii meerii kwait k'ntreerii
hau daz yoo gaad'n grou
wio si‘lve be‘lz 'n kok'l [e'lz

'n pritii meidz oo’l i'n 8 rou



Old mother Goose @

ou‘ld maos guus
we'n [ii wo'ntid te wo*nde
wud raid pruu Oii ee-s

on-a verli fai'n gee‘nds

ABC
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There was an old crow @

Oee-a woz ‘n ou’ld krou
saet opon o klod
Ozets 0ii e'nd ov mai son

Oaets od

ABC




Georgie Porgie ﬁ

d3o00d3ii pood3ii pudin ‘n pai
kist 0o gaa‘lz ‘'n meid 0'm krai
we'n 09 boiz kei'm aut to plei

d300d3ii pood3ii reen-awei

ABC
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Rub-a-dub-dub ﬁ

rab & dab dab

rab & dab dab

prii me'n i'n a tab

a'nd huu duu yuu pink Oei bii
0o butfe 0o beiks

0o kaa'n-d'l-stik meikes

tea’'n ‘m aut neivz oo’l prii

ABC
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Jack Sprat could eat no fat ﬁ

d3eek sbraet kud iit nou feet

hiz waif kud iit nou lii'n

ae'nd sou bitwii‘'n 08 tuu av O'm
Oei likt 0o plaeto klii'n
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A dillar, a dollar

ABC

o dile o dols

o te'n oklok skols

wot meiks yuu ka'm sou suu'n
yuu yuust te ka'm st te'n aklok

& 'nd nau yuu ka'm st nuu'n



Barber, barber ﬁ

baabs baabs [eiv o pig
hau me'nii heez tuu meik & wig
foor 'n twe'ntii Oaets inaf

giv 0a baaber s pi‘ntf av snaf

ABC
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Elsie Marley is grown so fine ﬁ

e’lsii maalii iz grou’n sou fai'n

[ii wou'nt get ap tuu fiid 0s
swai'n

bat laiz I'n bed ti'l eit 00 nai'n

leizii e‘Isii maalil

ABC
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One, two, buckle my shoe

ABC

wa'n tuu
prii foo

faiv siks
sevn eit

nai‘n te'n

o

bak’l mai fuu
nok ot 0e doo
pik ap stiks
lei 0'm streit

mal feet he'n



Peter, Peter, pumpkin eater ﬁ

piite piite pa'mpki'n iite
haed o waif ae'nd kud'nt kiip &
hii put haer i'n @ pa‘mpki‘n [e'l

2 'nd dee hii kept has verii we'l

ABC
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Little Miss Muffet ﬁ

lit'l mis mafit

saet o'n o tafit

litin hea kaadz 'n wei
Oee keim o big sbaido

a&'nd saet dau'n bisaid ha

2 'nd frait'nd mis mafit awel

ABC
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Diddle diddle dumpling ﬁ

did’l didl da‘mplin

mai san d3o’n

we'nt tuu bed wio hiz trauzez o'n
wan fuu of &&'nd wa'n fuu o'n

did'l did'l da*mplin

mai sa'n d3o’'n
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Hey diddle diddle

ABC

hei did’l did'l

0o kaet 'nd Oa fid'

08 kau d3a‘'mpt ouve 08 muu‘n
0o lit1 dog laaft to sii satf sboot

a'nd 0s dif rae’n swei wid 08
sbuu’n



Tom, Tom, the piper’s son @

to‘'m to"'m 0o paipsz sa‘n
stou’l a pig

& 'nd sawel did ra'n

0o pig woz iit

& 'nd to'm woz biit

& 'nd to'm we'nt krai-in

dau‘n Oa striit

ABC




Wee Willie Winkie

ABC

wiil wi'lii winkii

ra‘nz pruu 0s tau‘n
apstee-az 'n dau'nstee-az
I'n hiz nait gau'n

raepin eet 0 wi‘ndou
kraii-in pruu 0s lok

aa 09 tfi‘ldr'n oo‘l i'n bed
foo nau its eit aklok



| do not like thee, Doctor Fell

ABC

ai duu not liak Oii
dokts fe'l

09 riiz'n wai

al keenot te’l

bat 0is ai nou

e 'nd nou fu’l we'l
ai duu not laik Oii
dokto fe'l



To market, to market

$9

ABC

tuu maakit tuu maakit

tuu bai s feet pig

hou'm age'n hou'm age'n
d3i-go-tii d3ig

tuu maakit tuu maakit

tuu bai s feet hog

hou'm age'n hou'm age'n
d3i-go-tii d30g



Little maid, pretty maid

ABC

lit'l meid pritii meid
wioOa gou-est dau
dau‘n i'n 0@ medou
te mi'lk mai kau
fee'l ai gou wid Oi
nou not nau

we'n ai se‘nd foo Oii
oe'n ka'm dau



Blow, wind, blow! ﬁ

blou wi'nd blou a&'nd
gou mil gou

Oaet 0a mi‘ls

mei grai'nd hiz koo'n
Oaet 09 beika

mel teik it

& 'nd i'ntuu bred meik it
& 'nd brin as s louf

i'n 08 Moo‘n

ABC
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The cat sat asleep by the side of the fire ﬁ

0o kaet lei asliip

bai 0o said av 0o fai-o
0o mistris snood
laud oz 8 pig

d3aek tuk ap hiz fid'l
bal d3e'niiz dizai-s

2 'nd strak ap
o bit av 8 d3ig

ABC

e
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Baa, baa, black sheep

ABC

baa baa bleek [iip

hasv yuu enii wu'l

yes Soo yes Soo

prii baegz fu'l

wa'n foo mai maasta
wa'n foo mai dei‘'m
a'nd wa'n foo 0a lit'l boi
huu livz dau'n 0s lei‘n



Hector Protector was dressed all in green

ABC

hekta protekts

wz drest oo'l i'n grii‘n
hekta protekts

wz se‘nt to 09 kwii‘n

0o kwii‘n did not laik hi'm
nou moo did 0s kin

sou hekto protekts

wz se'nt baek age'n
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